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Ever since my high school days, I have always known that an exchange semester would be a 
must during my time in university. Therefore, when I was given the opportunity to study 
abroad during spring of 2017 I did not hesitate to apply. Because Australia had always been 
one of my dream destinations, the choice wasn’t too hard for me and soon I’d find my self on 
my way to Sydney. 
 
Before all that though, there was a pretty long and intense application process. Be prepared to 
have a lot of stuff on your to-do-list: fixing your learning agreement, enrolling in your units, 
taking care of your CSN etc. Make sure you do everything and do not give up because it will 
all be worth it in the end! 
 
Education 
 
I was accepted into Macquarie University, located in the north part of Sydney. The university 
was lovely, and although it had some differences to SU, it did not take long for me and my 
other Swedish friends to settle in. The campus provided several good studying-spots as well 
as beautiful surroundings including a lake and a huge field. The lecture halls and tutorial 
classrooms looked a lot like those on SU but the campus itself was bigger and had more to 
offer. For example, there is a big food court with several restaurants and a university pub, a 
favourite spot for many MQ students. 
 
The quality of teaching was very good, I really felt like all of the lecturers and tutors had a lot 
of knowledge and knew how to teach in a good way. It was not hard to get engaged in the 
material and discussions that would take place and studying completely in English really 
improves your language skills.  
 
I enrolled in four units for the semester, and one of the significant academic differences to SU 
is that students at Macquarie Uni do all of their units at the same time. For us that are used to 
doing one unit at a time, this provided a whole lot of stress in the beginning. It also made the 
first set of exams (before midterms) very intense. Since MQ students “collect points” during 
the semester (as in % out of your total), my tip is to try to keep up with all the weekly work 
and in that way “collect” as many points as you can during the semester. This will make the 
exams way less determining and you might not even have to write the final exam if you 
already have enough “points”.  
 
Since students in MQ write their own schedules, another tip is to give yourself another 
day/couple of days off. I wrote my schedule with my roommates so that we all had Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays off as well as the weekends. Although, I would not advice you to put 
everything in one day either. I, unfortunately, did that which resulted in me not having any 
brakes or time for lunch on Thursdays… If I could do it again, I would spread out my lectures 
and tutorials on two or three days. 
 
Housing 
 
I came to Sydney with three other Swedish students from SU. Since one of my roommates 
studied at UNSW we decided to not live on campus and we ended up finding an apartment on 
Gumtree (Australian equivalent to Blocket). The apartment was located in Bondi Junction, a 
fifteen-minute train ride to the city and a twenty-minute walk to Bondi beach. Even though it 



took us 50 minutes to get to MQ, I am really happy we choose this apartment since the daily 
travel meant we got to see a lot of Sydney. Because of the apartment we also hung out in 
other parts of Sydney and therefor met people from outside of uni as well. A tip when looking 
for apartments (if you decide not to live on campus) is to go to Sydney a week ahead of the 
beginning of the semester and book as many apartment inspections as possible. This should 
give you enough time to find a decent apartment. Also, be prepared to pay a whole lot more 
than in Stockholm for housing. The prices in Sydney are significantly higher which is why it 
can be nice to rent a room or split an apartment with other people.  
 
Social activities 
 
During the orientation week MQ arranged a few activates where new students could meet 
other new students, both locals and exchange students. I and my roommates attended some of 
these events where we got to meet others and I am glad we did so. The campus also has a pub 
where (from what I’ve heard) parties and events are held regularly. Unfortunately, we never 
attended those. Since we lived on the other side of Sydney, many of our social activities 
involved people outside of uni. Sydney has a very rich nightlife as well as many cultural 
events throughout the year through which we met a lot of amazing people. A tip is to befriend 
some locals since they (obviously) know more about the city and can provide some useful tips 
on what to see and do. Another tip is to join Facebook groups for events in your area. There 
are both groups about stuff happening on campus and in the city as a whole. 
 
Sydney  
 
Sydney is without a doubt one of the best cities I have ever lived in. Not only does it have 
some of the most beautiful sightings with endless amounts of beaches and a lively city centre, 
it also hosts some of the kindest and funniest people I have ever met. Sydney is not hard to 
fall in love with, something I think everyone who has been there would agree on.  
 
A tip is to include some traveling while planning your stay. Australia has a lot more to offer 
than just Sydney, and although seeing everything is impossible, I would recommend visiting a 
few spots at least. During midterm-break, I and one of my roommates visited Brisbane, Gold 
Coast (Surfers Paradise) and Byron Bay. All three were amazing, especially Byron Bay which 
was something out of the ordinary. Visiting these places does not require much since they are 
both relatively close and cheap to visit. A weekend in another city is not impossible, even for 
a student, especially if you book your flights in last minute. 
 
Conclusion  
 
Going on an exchange semester to Sydney has sincerely been one of the greatest things I have 
ever done. I am so happy for the opportunity and cannot stress enough how worth it is even 
though it can seem complicated or scary. I have met so many new people, made friends and 
memories to last a lifetime and seen some of the most beautiful places in the world. If you 
ever get the chance to go on an exchange, please do so! 
 
If you have any questions, either about MQ or the exchange, please feel free to contact me! 
lejladulma@gmail.com      


