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Before the Exchange semester 
Once I got my nomination for the exchange semester at Macquarie University, there were a lot of things to 
take care of before all the administrative things were done and I was completely ready to go; the 
application to Macquarie University so I could be officially accepted, learning agreements,  application for 
CSN etc. However, I can’t mention enough how worth all the paper work and e-mailing back and forth is. 
Even though it feels like a lot and too complicated, don’t give up, be patient and make sure you will 
complete all the things on your to do-list. After a while when everything is fixed and you are ready to go, it 
will be all worth it. 

Accommodation 
Me and my three friends from SU, three of us had been accepted to Macquarie University and one of us to 
UNSW, in Sydney, decided to go to Sydney about 10 days before the orientation week began to search for 
somewhere to live. In Sydney, everything is very fast forward and it’s hard to get an apartment in advance, 
you have to be there and go on different inspections. We found a cozy apartment in Bondi Junction, which 
was close to the metro so we could easily go to school, but at the same time we could walk to the beach. 
We applied through a real estate website but also searched for apartments on the website Gumtree. It was 
difficult to get an application approved by realestate.com.au since they usually wanted people who had full 
time jobs and not students. Finding an apartment through Gumtree is easier, but you have to be careful 
what you get. Go to as many inspections as possible, don’t lock yourself up to specific areas – be open 
minded. The perfect apartment might not be exactly where you thought. The rent in Sydney is very high, 
and you get a pretty low standard as well, so don’t be too picky.  
 
Firstly, we looked at the student apartments close to the university, but they were over 300AUD a week, 
and then you only got a small room or shared a small apartment. We shared a big apartment with balcony, 
two bedrooms, a big living room etc. for 220 AUD a week. The standard was not the best, but it worked 
fine for me. Be prepared that the first week of searching for apartment can be intense – if you’re not very 
lucky and get something good the first day. But like I mentioned before, don’t give up and keep searching. 
It will be worth it! 
 
I was very happy with the area even though I had to go to university for 40 minutes by metro, because 
during the days off, you got more of the “Sydney life experience”, rather than just the university life.  

Orientation week 
Macquarie University had fixed a lot of different activities every day during the O-week, you could easily 
sign up for which days you wanted to go. Foot ball and different sport activities and games, BBQ in the 
park, cinema by the lake, a trip to the zoo etc. Unfortunately we had a bit of stress because we were still 
searching for an apartment the first days of the week, so we could not go to everything, but we still had 
time for some activities which was fun.  

Social experience 
I thought the most fun part of going to Macquarie University was to get to know Australians who lived 
there, not only other exchange students. Our best friends we got to know there could show us how they 
lived, exactly like us but in Bondi beach instead of Stockholm.. They could also show the best places and it 
felt like you really got to know the culture better, than if you only hang out with other tourists. I really 
recommend trying to get to know locals! It’s also a fun reason to go back. 



 
Other than that, you will get to know so many people from different countries. Not only in school, but 
overall by just living your life in the city. You will also notice how you get more outgoing and social 
overtime, and often you are more open than you are in your home town and home country.  

 

Macquarie University - teachers, education etc. 
In the beginning it was a bit of a chock that we had four units at the same time, but after a while you get 
used to it. In the two courses that were mandatory for my finance degree, I noticed that the level were 
higher and the teachers had more working experience than I had noticed in Stockholm. My tutorial teacher 
in Advanced corporate finance, had already worked at an investment bank in Shanghai for example.  
 
My recommendation is to do the homework along the weeks and don’t “save it for later”, because it will be 
too much to recap then. Also be prepared that the exams are much bigger than the exams in Stockholm, and 
you only get 3 hours instead of 4-5 hours. I never stress during exams at SBS, but here it was very stressful 
to even complete all the questions. 
 
Other than that, I felt like I really learned a lot, even though it was tough and difficult at some points, I got 
so much knowledge from my two units Financial Accounting and Reporting and Advanced corporate 
finance.  
 
In one of my elective units “Global politics” we had an inspiring tutorial teacher as well who I will never 
forget. I think the mindset and perspectives can differ from Sweden in different countries, that’s why it’s so 
interesting to get to know the view of the world by Australia. 

The campus is also very cozy and you could also choose you own schedule which was really good. I am 
very happy with Macquarie University and everything I learned and could not recommend the university 
enough. However, you should still be prepared to study as well if you have chosen some more advanced 
units and not only electives. 
 
Exchange semester overall 
To sum up, I really recommend to apply for an exchange semester. If you doubt, do it anyway. Even though 
there are a lot of things to fix with all different applications and papers to fill in, you need to save money 
etc., it’s all really worth it in the end. You get to know so many people and you learn so much, both 
educational and about yourself. It is one of the best things I have done in my life and I’m very grateful for 
this chance, to combine both education and an experience you will remember for the rest of your life. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 


