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When deciding on what universities to apply for, I knew from the beginning I wanted a few criteria met 
from the host university. Firstly, I wanted a prestigious university with a high quality of teaching and 
secondly, I wanted the university to be located somewhere in the world where I knew I would be able to 
enjoy myself. After going through most of the exchange agreements that were available and sorting them 
out according to my criteria, University of New South Wales became my first choice. Except for the 
business school being ranked in the top 25 in the world, the university on its own were in the top 50 as 
well as being located very close to the inner city of Sydney, one of the most well-known metropolitan 
areas in the world. Given this, UNSW had a lot of desirable qualities that I “appreciated” and I was very 
excited when I was nominated for the spot.  
 
Housing 
 
One of the first things you want to resolve when going on exchange is probably your living situation for 
the semester. A few months prior to the semester starting I was offered the possibility to apply for on 
campus housing and I quickly learned how expensive on campus housing could be. There are of course 
different types of on campus housing that offer different types of facilities with different levels of quality. 
However, in the end I felt like it would be more worthwhile to find housing through other means.  
 
Fortunately for me, I had three friends who were also going on exchange to another university in Sydney 
and we decided to look for a place to rent and share between the four of us. We turned to websites like 
Realestate.au and Gumtree.com.au to find an apartment we could lease for the period we would be in 
city. By regularly checking on the options available on the websites we could decide on where and how 
big we could afford to live. As time for departure was closing in we started contacting agents and 
landlords to book inspections on the properties we were interested in. After being in Sydney for about 
two weeks we managed to get a lease that suited us through Gumtree. Although we were aiming to 
arrange an apartment through Realestate, as their properties were preferable in both quality and price, 
they also required a lot more paperwork and different types of references that we didn’t have.  
 
If all the above fails you, there will be different types of Facebook groups and forums where you can look 
to rent or share apartments with others.  
 
Orientation week and social activities 
 
The week prior to classes starting is orientation week at the university. During this week, a large amount 
of activities is held both on and off campus for all the students. You’re given the opportunity to have tours 
around campus as well as mingle, chat and join all sorts of clubs and societies that will have their booths 
set up across campus. You can expect different tournaments, sports events, parties and a lot of freebies 
during O-week at UNSW. I strongly suggest finding clubs and societies to join as it is most likely one of the 
best ways to meet new people and make new friends.  
 
Specifically, for incoming exchange students there will be a Facebook group to join to keep you posted on 
all the activities that are arranged exclusively for the exchange students. These types of activities could be 
anything from parties, scavenger hunts, learning how to surf to trips to national parks and will be spread 
out throughout the semester. 
 
Quality of teaching 
 
As for the quality and workload of the classes that I took I can say that I was not disappointed. The 
standard was very high in all courses with highly educated professors and tutors. I found both the 
professors and tutors to be very approachable and having a strong will to help if they could see a 
willingness to learn. Although I must admit the workload was heavier than I first expected, requiring me 



to hand in homework every week, having several assignments per course throughout the semester, as 
well as having a midterm exam and a final exam. 
 
However, the workload depends on the courses you pick and a very detailed description of the course and 
its assessments can be found on the course outlines that you can read prior to choosing your courses.  
 
What it was like to live in Sydney 
 
Looking back at my time in Sydney, I can honestly say it has been one of the best months of my life. 
Sydney is a city for everyone and anyone with no limits on what it can offer. Countless of memories has 
been made only by walking down the streets of the city exploring new hotspots and tourist attractions. 
From its beaches, nightlife, people to its iconic sceneries and nature the city ensures you that no day will 
be the other alike.  
 
  
 


