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                     Madrid - embracing a new home  
 
Although I always have loved and been passionate about Spain as a country, I had never visited 
the capital city before my exchange. The interesting culture, delicious food and friendly inhabitants 
can be found even in Madrid, and to me - it instantly felt like home. To receive knowledge, 
experience, adventures, individual development and a memory of a life time - I sincerely 
recommend to spend a semester in this majestic city. 
 
Besides obtaining abroad experience studying at one of the world’s 20 best universities 
established within the last 50 years, it has been a blast living an everyday life in the capital of 
Spain. There is so much to do and see in Madrid. You will find an excess of historical monuments, 
museums, shopping streets, squares and parks. Stop for tapas and sangria in the crowded 
restaurants, watch a prestigious football game or flamenco show and take part of the never-ending 
nightlife. In fact, Madrid possesses a particular atmosphere undoubtedly worth exploring.  
 
I find it interesting how fairly easy and fast is was possible to adjust to a new lifestyle. Naturally, 
there are a few significant differences between Stockholm and Madrid. For starters, I would 
suggest to be prepared for the relatively low level of English, and I recommend to have the basics 
in the Spanish language. This time abroad is a perfect opportunity to learn or develop your 
Spanish - particularly since the people are very open and encouraging to conversations (although 
it sometimes can be hard to keep up with their speed). Another contrast to Sweden is the fact that 
the Spaniards are out for eating and drinking considerably more often (and much later!), which is a 
enjoyable way of socializing and meeting new people. I suppose that the warmer climate and 
lower price level are contributing factors to this. Moreover, in my experience, the Spanish people 
are more outgoing and closer to laughter and joy. The high amount of national holidays turn into 
”fiestas” with plenty of dance, fireworks and cheerful sensations. While festivities like these barely 
are seen in Sweden, it is a root in the Spanish culture which I simply love.   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                    Universidad Carlos III de Madrid  
 
Universidad Carlos III de Madrid (UC3M) is a public university and is, according to the QS ranking, 
among the 20 best universities established within the last 50 years. The institution keeps an 
international profile where 20% of the students are internationals, which gives the great 
opportunity to meet friends from all over the world. The university is located in a district called 
Getafe, 18 minutes by train from the city center Sol. As a parenthesis, the well developed transport 
system (train, metro, bus) is worth mentioning. It works incredibly smoothly and only costs 20€ per 
month up to the age of 26.  
 
There is a big campus area consisting of classroom buildings, libraries and a cafeteria - all 
surrounded by blossoming cherry trees. For international students, there is a support office which 
administrates the exchange semesters and helps with any hesitation there might be. For instance, 
in my case, there was some confusion with my selected courses that relatively easily could be 
fixed. Furthermore, I must highlight the importance of being well prepared when choosing courses 
through the university’s registration system. Due to a high demand, it can be hard to get all the 
courses you want. Therefore, it is necessary to ensure that you have a plan B and C regarding the 
schedule.  
 
I am content with my stay at UC3M. However, I must say that I prefer the Swedish school system. 
There truly was adjustment to read five courses simultaneously and finish with an intense final 
period. Unlike Stockholm University, there is more time scheduled at school and continuous 
assessments during the semester takes greater weight of the total grade. The classes are smaller 
and hence the lectures are more personal, similar studying at upper secondary school. Courses at 
UC3M can be taken in both Spanish and English. Among the teachers, the level of English was 
not flawless, while I found the quality of teaching fulfilling. 
 
 

                                                         Accommodation  
 
Madrid is a huge city with various options regarding accommodation. The university recommends 
a few rental websites where apartments can be rent through and there also is a low supply of 
student rooms at campus. The most common way of living seemed to be sharing a flat with other 
international students, which also I did.  
 
I lived in Getafe with 2 minutes walking distance to school, a location I found very convenient. 
Especially since the schedule can vary from day to day and it is possible to go home during longer 
breaks. Although most spare time; sightseeing, shopping, eating and night life was for me spent in 
the city center. Living near Sol, Gran Vía or Atocha, you will have the metropolitan pulse close and 
with that, the heart of Madrid.

 



                    
                                       Student life   
 
Leaving for a new city by your own and not knowing anyone can seem scary in several ways. 
However, the Erasmus Social Network (ESN) has an arranged welcome program in order to 
ensure everyone gets the proper start of the abroad experience. From my very first day, there was 
organized city tours, parties, tapas nights and activities which facilitated my familiarization with the 
city culture and I met friends for the whole stay. They even arranged trips during the semester, for 
instance to Barcelona and Ibiza.  
 
In addition to ESN, there is an excess of companies and promoters in Madrid that offer 
international students anything demanded and above. Here, social media is key. Invitations to 
clubs, pub crawls, dance lessons, hikes, cooking classes, language exchanges, trips (you name it) 
will fill your inbox daily. Being bored at home is simply not an option - you will be amazed what the 
student life in Madrid has to offer.  
 
With its central location, it is also accessible to travel from Madrid and explore new places during 
weekends and breaks. You can either travel by yourself or with an organized group that these 
companies arrange, something I really can recommend. For an affordable price, I went to Morocco 
and drove through the whole country by mini van, witnessed spectacular landscapes, rode camel 
into the Sahara desert and spent a night under the stars in berber tents. Traveling like this, you will 
meet new people, see and do extraordinary things in a way you probably never would. For 
opportunities like these, I am beyond grateful.  
 
Take every moment to embrace new cultures, adventures and journeys. No doubt about it, Madrid 
will offer every tool needed to get the most intense, giving and memorable months of your life.  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                                                                   Questions  
 
If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me: ebbamnaslund@gmail.com  
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