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I studied at Universidad Pontificia Comillas, ICADE in Madrid. I didn´t look up that much 

about the school or the city in advance, I wanted to discover things as the appeared. When I 

arrived in Madrid I had booked one week at an Airbnb apartment close to the university. 

 

When the first day came, I was nervous. When I arrived at the school there were a lot of 

students waiting for the introduction to start. The first day was only for welcoming the 

international students. After the introduction, they had prepared a full day of activities so 

we could get to know one and other. The first four days were like that. 

 

After a couple of days, I managed to find an apartment through Airbnb that I lived in my 

entire stay. The apartment was a 20-minute walk to the University or 15 minutes by metro. 

When the weather got warmer I walked every day to school. 

 

The week after the introduction the classes started. I needed to take six classes. The classes I 

took was: Negotiation, Leadership, International Marketing, Operations Management, Sales 

Management and Spanish for exchange students. Different from the University back home 

the schedule was like in high school in Sweden. I had the same schedule every week and the 

classes were mandatory for everyone. A normal day for me I started school at 8:30 and 

finished at 14 or 16 in the afternoon. It was very easy getting to know people, since I met the 

same people in my classes every day. There were students from all around the world. It was 

hard to get to know the Spanish students. I only took classes in English and the Spanish 

students only took classes in Spanish, so it was very hard to make friends with people that 

came from Madrid. 

 

The classes in Madrid was easier in a way. You got a relationship with the professor since the 

classes was so small, which made it easier to ask questions. This was also a big difference 

from the University in Stockholm. In some classes I had homework for the next class and 

other subjects never gave out homework. I studied less in Madrid compared with how much 

I study back home.  

 

When I arrived in Madrid in January it could be sun and 13 degrees, but also raining and 5 

degrees. Closer into spring the weather slowly got warmer. I thought that spring and 

summer would come faster than it did. In April, the leaves on the trees bloomed and the city 

got very beautiful.  

 

After my five months in Madrid I thought that my Spanish would have improved a lot, which 

it sadly hadn’t. Since I mainly hang out with people speaking English, the Spanish was hard to 
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improve. Before I went to Madrid people told me that the locals did not speak any English or 

very little English. That was true in one way, many people could speak English, even though I 

always ordered coffee and food in Spanish they would often respond in English to me.  

 

To go out for lunch or dinner is almost the same price as in Stockholm, but to go for drinks, a 

glass of wine, beer or a coffee is very cheap. You can find a good bar or go for tapas in every 

corner of the city. People in Madrid live outdoors where they eat and drink with their 

friends.  

 

I am so glad that I did this exchange to Madrid! I have learned so much and grown a lot as a 

person. I can see myself living in Madrid again in a couple of years.  
 

 


