
Seoul National University 
So you're thinking about going to South Korea? The kingdom of Kimchi? The land of K-pop and 

Soju and with that weird and unpredictable neighbour in the north? 

 

 

 

When I first set foot in Seoul, it was colder than I expected. Be sure to bring more clothes than a 

thin leather jacket because you forgot to check how the Korean climate is before you left. I was 

meeting with an agent from (http://stayes.com) which is sort a local AirBnB but focused on 

long-term stays. Renting an apartment by yourself is not as difficult as it is expensive. I payed 

around 6000 SEK/month for a small studio apartment right by Seoul National University subway 

station, exit 7. The room was fine and came with A/C, a small fridge with a freezer and an 

electric stove, but no pots, pans, blankets, plates or anything else that you might need for a 

comfortable stay. Some of my friends who lived at the dorms provided by the school ended up 

paying way, WAY less. So if you don't mind sharing a small room with a stranger and being a 

little secluded from the city bustle down by the station, apply for a bed at the dorms. 

 



25 million people sharing the same streets of a city may seem like a large number, because it is. 

During the first week or two, I almost believed I would never see the same place more than 

once because of the sheer size of the area I was moving in. Don't panic. As it turns out, there 

are a couple of hot spots where you do tend to move more often and will get to know. There are 

plenty of blogs and guides out there who write extensively about where to go and how to get 

there so I don't have to. Just know that there will definitely be something for everyone. 

 

Before leaving Sweden, I was already set up with a Korean Buddy. This was done through the 

ingenious SNU Buddy program which is an initiative by a large group of local students who 

arrange trips, activities, parties and meals together. The buddy program is THE way to get to 

know both local students and other exchange students. You can partake in exactly as many or 

as few of the events as you'd like. There are many… 

 

To give a sense of how the classes are conducted, just imagine being back in high school. The 

classrooms contain 15-40 students and the professor will often get to know your name. The 

teacher will take your attendance and a large part of your grade is determined based on your 

participation. Most of my teachers had spent time teaching abroad and so, had good mastery of 

English and a cultural knowledge stretching further than the Korean borders. Be aware that this 

is the hardest university to get into in the country, which means that most students are highly 

ambitious and hardworking. This also means that many teachers expects you to work hard and 

will give you quite some homework, but nothing unmanageable. I found teachers in general to 

be knowledgeable and interesting to listen to, as many of them are in the top of their respective 

fields and some regularly get interviewed by journals and newspapers. 

 

Seoul National University is nestled up against a mountain and on clear days, allows a crisp 

view of the city skyline. On weekdays and especially weekends, busses from the SNU subway 

station carries middle aged men and women packed like sardines up to the roots of the 

mountain. In bright colored, highly functional clothing, they embark on a journey to the peak of 

Mount Gwanaksan. This mountain track is accompanied by a stream and a trail of cherry 

blossoms. It is also sprinkled with buddhist temples. Inside the campus, there are restaurants, 

football fields, a climbing wall, convenience stores and a newly built, five-story library that would 

make Da Vinci cry. In short, the campus in spectacular. 

 



 

 

 

Short list: 

● None of the locals worry about the threats from North Korea. They have become 

hardened through years of empty threats. 

● There is an abundance of food but almost nothing for vegetarians. 

● Korean people are generally very polite but often shy. 

● Taxis are cheap. So is beer and soju. 

● Incredible mix of old and new. 

● Korea is cool. 

● Go to Korea. 

● Korea. 


