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I highly recommend everyone to study a semester abroad - I had the semester of a lifetime and 

I am sure you will too. 

In January 2012, I spent a weekend in Prague and fell completely in love. I remember 

thinking to myself “wow, it would be so cool to live here for a while, maybe just six months 

or something”. So, when the opportunity came to apply for a semester abroad, I knew exactly 

which university to apply for. And I must say, looking back, this is one of the best things I’ve 

ever done. The city itself is remarkably beautiful, I’ve made friends for life and lived like a 

queen, being able to eat out almost every day and drinking the cheapest (and best) beer in 

Europe.  

 

School and Education 

The classes at VSE I would say are very different from SU. Most of the things you learn is 

during class, why the need to buy course literature is unnecessary. It is highly practical and 

more individual work in comparison to SU where you often work in groups. In general, the 

courses at VSE were easy to pass, the course that I had to work most on was Business 

German.  

I studied all in all 9 courses, worth 31 ECTS. For me it was difficult to find courses that did 

not overlap, but eventually I managed to find a schedule that fit me well. I highly recommend 

you take intensive courses, you can choose a maximum of two. These are often courses worth 

3 ECTS, and you study them for three or four days. I chose Global Consumer Behaviour and 

Economic and Environmental Sustainability in the Far East, both which I highly recommend. 

GCB was interesting even though the teacher was not the most interesting teacher I’ve had, 

but it was fun and easy to pass. The teacher in Sustainability in the Far east was very engaging 

and the topic was interesting.   

Some of my courses: 

• Presenting in English 

This is one of the best courses I had. The course contained learning how to present, obviously, 

and I learned more than I thought I would. We would go through how to begin a presentation, 

body language, voice etc. in each class we had mini presentations and in the end, we had a big 

presentation for 10-15 minutes. The teacher in this class was brilliant – she made the overall 

environment very welcoming, honest but constructive and she made sure to get everyone 

involved. 

 

• Strategic Leadership and Management of the CSR 

Professor Quigley was one of my favourite professors. I thought that this class would just be 

about learning about CSR. Instead, it was more of being very sceptical about everything we 

read and to always dig deeper. There were different opinions about him as a professor. I 



enjoyed the class, some thought they didn’t learn anything. But for me, I’ve never had a 

professor who really told us all the time to be sceptical about everything and I believe it will 

give me new perspectives throughout life. It is very different to be told “read this book and 

write an analysis or put it in comparison to this theory”. And for you who want an easy 

course, this was. He also teaches Quality of working life, a course I wish I would have taken. 

It was apparently fairly similar and also easy to pass 

 

• Introduction to Environmental Economics and Policy – in English 

I was very excited about this course in the beginning since environmental studies is something 

I am very interested in. But unfortunately, I have to recommend you not to take this course I 

can’t say I learned anything since the content of the course was… basically nothing, and the 

professor was bad at English and had no energy which did not make it better. 

 

• Project Management 

I would say that I learned things from this course, but I would highly recommend you 

combine it with the course Basics of project management, or just take the basics course. We 

learned how to plan a project in different programmes which I thought was useful but beware 

– the teachers voice will make you fall asleep. 

 

• Conflict Resolutions Simulations in English 

A fun and easy course. The teachers had a strong Czech accent and sometimes it was a bit too 

much theory, and many different models. But everyone usually passes and it was fun to “play 

games” during class, even though I would have wished there was more of that.  

 

Also, Tuesdays are N2N (nation 2 nation), a party night with all exchange students. You don’t 

want to miss this, so make sure not to have any early Wednesday classes. 

 

Accommodation 

The dorms at Jarov III.F is the place to stay! Provided by VSE,  all your friends will stay at 

the dorms and it takes you about 15 minutes to go to school. The F building has been 

renovated and are in really god condition. Jarov III.G is cheaper but also the standard is very 

low and I would not recommend it. 

My room at Jarov was really nice. I had a single room and shared a kitchen, toilet and 

bathroom with one other girl. We had a fridge, small stove, microwave and fortunately some 

cutlery when we moved in. The room is about 14 m2 and you also have a balcony. Lidl, 

Kaufland and Penny Market are all very close by for grocery shopping. There is also Menza 

near Jarov III.G where you can buy a cooked meal for 50 CZK (about 15 SEK). I know some 

friends who would go there twice a day and never cook. 



Prague Overall 

As earlier mentioned, I really had the semester of a lifetime. I would never imagine it to be 

this fun. Since the school was easy to pass it was a lot of time to explore Prague and do some 

traveling, which is cheap and easy to do from Prague. I went to Berlin twice, Vienna, 

Budapest and two small Czech towns – Plzen and Kutna Hora, both I highly recommend. You 

can travel with the buddy system, but I would say that it is better to travel by yourself. But the 

do arrange an Ice Breaking Weekend in the beginning of the semester which I highly 

recommend. There is a lot to choose from during the introduction eek and I recommend you 

participate since you meet so many people.  

The culture life in Prague is also great with a lot of great museums, theatre and sightseeing 

like the castle, Vysehrad and Petrin tower. The whole city is so beautiful, there are great parks 

to hang out in and since it is so cheap you can really do whatever you want, whenever you 

want.  

All in all, I had such an amazing time and just writing about it makes me remember it all so 

vividly and makes me want to go back. So, don’t miss out on the opportunity to study abroad! 

Whether it is in Prague, Iceland, Australia or wherever. I am sure wherever you go you will 

enjoy it. 

 

If you have any questions feel free to contact me at annahaas@hotmail.com 

 

Na zdravi! 
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