
England: Bristol 
	  
Studying abroad is one of the best decisions I have ever made. I knew that I wanted 
to go to an English speaking country and since I love London so much I thought it 
would be fun to try an other city in England, so I chose Bristol. A really lovely, cultural 
and cosy city. 
 
Orientation/Social activities 
Everything is very easy to find because the university has a great information desk 
for exchange students. They can help with all kinds of questions that you have. 
Orientation week started approximately a week after I arrived and it gave you lots of 
useful information. Though the activities that were arranged for exchange students 
were very poorly executed. One night we had a city bar tour and that was fun but 
otherwise it felt like a middle school disco every time they had organized an event. I 
eventually stopped going to them and instead a few others and I took it upon us to do 
thing together that turned out pretty fun.   
 
Housing and other costs 
To live in Bristol does not differ much in terms of money compared to Sweden, 
though it was quite expensive to live on campus like I did. The rent was £750/month 
when you live in a corridor with 5 other people but you do have your own bathroom, 
which was great. It should also be noted that the people that live on campus are 
between the ages of 18-20. I was lucky to stay with other exchange students around 
my age. They do their best to try to put exchange students around the same age 
together. The positive thing about applying to live on campus through the university is 
that you will most likely get a place, so you’ll skip the hustle with tying to find a place 
when you get there. Groceries are a bit cheaper in England and you only pay for 
transportation when you need to go somewhere. Usually you get the most out of a 
day ticket that cost £3 for students, you pay on the bus so don’t forget to always have 
cash smaller than a £10 bill. 
 
Teaching 
If you are looking for a university with high ranking and challenging courses, UWE is 
not for you. But if you are exited to travel and do as much as possible without 
affecting your studies a lot, UWE is a great choice. Two out of the three courses that 
I took are courses that I have or will study at SU. They were mandatory so it could 
not be changed. I would also say that the teaching and content of the courses were 
high school level. The professors are very helpful and will go out of their way to make 
sure you’ll pass.  
 
Traveling 
Apart from being a great student friendly city, it is very close to fly to other places in 
Europe for cheap money. My tip is to go to all the countries in the UK, but also the 
counties around close by. At the university there is an organisation called BISC that 
fixes trips around England. I strongly recommend to look what they are offering and 
book on time because the tickets get sold out pretty quickly, but this way you do not 
need to plan small trips on your own, instead getting it done for you and takes you to 
places you perhaps would not have made on you own. During my trip I went to 
Dublin, Edinburgh, Cardiff, Barcelona, Cannes, and also within England, Oxford, 



Salisbury, Bath and London. Plan all these trips on time because time truly does fly 
by. 
 
The best part about the exchange is that you meet a lot of new people and many of 
them are newly found friends from all over the world. It doesn’t matter where you go, 
just go! It will probably be one of the most fun and educating, in different ways, 
semester that you will make. 
 
 
 


