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All I can say is ”wow...”

In my opinion, Singapore, and in 
particular SMU, should be the 
number one exchange destination 
for anyone who is looking for all the good things an  
exchange semester can offer! In this report, I will try to 
tell you why and give you a background of how it all was. 
All photos in this report are taken by me.
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SINGAPORE MANAGEMENT UNIVERSITY
Singapore Management University is a great school with extremely 
dedicated and professional professors. In contrast to Singapore’s other 
universities, SMU is located in the heart of the city which makes it both 
easy and convenient to see the city every day. 

SMU-buildings surrounds the huge campus area, where all students
have access to 24/7-libraries, rooftops, a spacious gym, function halls, 
restaurants, shops, a swimming pool and so much more. Apart from the 
great amneties the university offers, the level of the education is very 
high. In all my courses, the professors have put high emphasis on 
presentations - something that I first found intimidating. However, after 
the semester has passed, I feel much more confident in holding 
presentations, especially in english. 

When choosing courses, all students must go through something 
called the BOSS-bidding system. This process is seemingly difficult 
and hard to understand, especially if you have never used it before. 
However, SMU provides exchange students with compendiums and 
extra help to understand how and when to bid for courses. This is  
extremely helpful as the process can be hard otherwise. 
 
During my exchange semester at SMU, I chose four courses (or 
modules as they can be called): Strategy, Retail Management, 
Operations Management and Entrepreneurship and Business Creation. 
The difficulty of each class varied a lot, with some being very easy and 
other being harder. However, I found all of them very interesting! For 
more information on courses, turn page! 

THE COURSES
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CONTINUE: COURSES
When choosing courses, I strongly recommend everyone to go 
through the course outlines! By doing so, you will get a great picture 
about the course and what to expect in terms of content, examination 
forms and the professor.

One of the best things with SMU and their BOSS-bidding system is 
that you are very flexible in choosing when you want to have classes. 
Me, for example, chose to have classes mondays, tuesdays and 
wednesdays - leaving the rest of the week for travelling and explore 
the city! The class hours stretch from 08:15 in the morning to 22:30 
at night, so choosing the dream-scheduele is absolutely possible!

WELCOME PROGRAMME & ORIENTATION
When I went on my exchange semester, SMU arranged a campus-
and-city tour to help us find our way through the school and the city. 
Apart from that, this was a great way of bonding with other exchange 
students! 
 
When filling out all the forms before arriving, all exchange students 
are also able to apply for a buddy-programme and a 
host-programme. I took part in both and it is really something that I 
can recommend. My buddy was a local student from SMU who 
showed me around campus and my host was an alumni from SMU 
who took me to nice places around Singapore. I felt very welcome 
and I had tons of fun with both of them!
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HOUSING

The main concern for many exchange students in Singapore is 
probably housing. Since SMU is located in the city, it becomes most 
convenient to find central houses as well. 
 
As SMU does not offer any student housing for exchange students, it is 
the responsibility of oneself to find accomodation. The most common 
way of living is by sharing an apartment in one of the many 
condominiums in the city, or to stay in a hostel-like place. By choosing 
the later, you might be able to cut down the prices a bit. However, the 
hostel-like accomodations does not offer amneties such as gym, pool, 
tennis courts etc., that many of the condominiums have. 
 
I stayed in an apartment together with 5 other exchange students: 3 from 
France and 2 from Canada. A lot of exchange students choose to live 
with people they know from before. As I wanted to experience new 
cultures, I found people online that I thought I could have fun with.

SOME TIPS REGARDING HOUSING
You will be invited to a facebook-group with other exchange 
students who are also going to SMU the same semester as you - this 
is the best forum to find flatmates! In the same forum, many brokers 
do advertising for apartments that you can rent. This was where I both 
found my flatmates and the apartment that I ended up renting - and 
both became a success!
 
Most people shared apartment of 6 students, each paying at 
maximum 1000 SGD. Some people managed to get it a little bit 
cheaper, especially those who chose to live in a hostel, where the  
prices were around 650-850 SGD/month. However, I would say that 
housing should not cost more than 1000 SGD/month! 
 

The pictures are taken by me in the condominium 
that I lived called CityScape, located approximately 
15 minutes from school by bus.
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TRANSPORTATION
Singapore’s transportation system is extremely efficient 
and cheap, with subways (called MRTs) and busses takes 
you anywhere for often less than 1 dollar per route. Uber 
and Grab is also good ways of transporting, being much 
cheaper than Sweden! For only 1,70 SGD, you can get to 
Changi Airport from the city center, taking approximately 50 
minutes by public transport.

TELEPHONE
The most common way of solving telephone abroad is to 
buy a SIM-card from Singtel or StarHub. By doing so, you 
will get a local number that you just top up when needed. I 
used Singtel and paid 20 SGD for 3GB data. Depending on 
how much you normally use, the approximate expense each 
month will vary between 20 SGD - 60 SGD for data.

TRAVELING
Going to Singapore, and in particular SMU, does not 
only open up for great studies, but also for a lot of 
traveling. Traveling in Asia once you are already here is 
very cheap, and as you as an SMU-student already lives in 
the city with only classes a few days per week - you both 
have the time and convenience to travel throughout your 
semester.

In the middle of the semester, there is a recess week which 
can be directly translated to a mid-term break. I spent my 
10 days in almost all parts of Vietnam with 6 other exchange 
students. It was probably one of the best experiences that I 
have, and we got so close to each other! 

Going to university and seeing the Singaporean culture is 
one part of exchange - bonding with people from other 
parts of the world is another. Traveling together was a luxury 
me and my exchange friends had during our stay, and by 
doing that together, we have built what we believe is life-
long-friendships.
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SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

NIGHTLIFE
Singapore offers a rich nightlife with many options! There are many cool 
rooftops to explore and each part of the city has bars and clubs for any taste. 
However, alcohol and clubbing is generally quite expensive. Because of that, 
most exchange students choose to go out on wednesdays because then it is 
ladies‘ night in most of the clubs. This concept means that girls get free drinks 
(that they usually share with the rest of the guys).  

Singapore is a city with a lot of things to do! However, as it is a very small
country/city which you actually could walk through in one day - it is easy to do 
the most exciting things the first weeks. However, there are inevitably many 
interesting museums, shopping malls (!!!), cafés, cool areas and bars to check 
out. 
 
Throughout the semester, SMU is also very good in the sense that they throw 
multiple events. The student life at SMU is very rich, with many clubs and 
associations that anyone can join and take part of. Even though I didn’t join 
any club, I was still invited to huge events such as St. Patrick’s day, a fair and 
a parade. The halls of SMU is very lively with dancers, performers and singers 
practicing! 
 
Last comment on this section is that most exchange students going to SMU 
choose to travel for their main social activity, due to the convenient location 
and the relatively cheap prices. Going for smaller trips, to for example 
Malaysia, can be done within an hour for a smaller amount!
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IN CONCLUSION...
... I just want to say that I could not have wished for a better 
exchange! 
 
Asia, Singapore and all the fantastic people that I met throughout 
my exchange really contributed to this amazing experience. Not 
only have I met friends for life, but also been forced to step out of 
my comfort zone and develop personal, invaluable skills, that I 
probably wouldn’t see without this experience. 
 
I am forever greatful for my semester and this is something that I will 
always remember. So to anyone who has the chance of going on ex-
change at SMU - i highly recommend you to take that chance and 
make the most of it. 
 
Thanks for reading my exchange report and I hope that I have 
inspired you to choose Singapore, and in particular SMU, as your 
exchange destination! 
 
Sincerely,


