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I had the opportunity to study at University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign during (UIUC) the Fall 

semester of 2017. The university is very prestigious and is ranked in the top 50 Schools in the US. It is very 

well known for its focus on both studies and student life.  

The university is located across two small towns called Urbana and Champaign. This also means that life is 

very much centered around the campus with lot’s of fun things to do. 

 

Housing: 

There are plenty of options for housing around the campus. The university offers both graduate and 

undergaduate housing in dorms. These dorms are located at various locations on campus. For business 

students, it is good to note that all the classes are held at Business instruction facility (BIF), and it may be 

useful to keep this landmark in mind when looking for accommodation. Another landmark to keep in mind 

when looking for accommodation is “Green Street”. This is the place where everything goes down! All the 

bars and restaurants are located on this street.  

The plus side with dorms is that they are located within walking distance from BIF and Green street. The 

down side is that the rooms are very small and you have to share the bathroom with others. Also, there is 

no kitchen, but you can buy a meal plan to cover the food. 

The other alternative is to find housing privately on craigslist or private contractors where you rent a room 

in a shared apartment. You can find several options close to Green street and in this case, you can choose to 

avoid purchasing a meal plan. 

Courses: 

Your experience of studying at the university will vary significantly depending on the courses you take and 

the instructor for the course. It is good to note that the same course may be offered in several sections/classes 

with different instructors. The size of the class may also vary depending on the course. I had taken the 

following courses at the university: 

 

 



BADM 377 Project Management 

Professor: Fataneh Taghanobi-Dutta 

This was one of the very nice courses in my experience at the university. The course was very practical 

oriented. The readings, class exercizes and lab work all were focused on practical project management 

focusing on skills needed at work. The work load was also quite balanced and most of the assignments were 

done in class. 

ACE 240-Personal Financial Planning 

Professor: Paul Stoddard 

The course in financial planning was also extremely useful and I would highly recommend taking this 

course. The focus was to teach students aspects of financial planning for life which includes: investment 

decisions, savings, cash flows etc. The course was also very practical and exams were in the form of multiple 

choice questions. Very useful course! 

BADM 381-Multinational Management 

Professor: Candace Martinez 

As opposed to the other courses, this course was a bit theoretical in my opinion where the focus was to learn 

about the challenges and opportunities firms face in a globalized world. And how to manage a firm across 

borders. The course however had case studies and a group project where we had to analyze the operations 

of a chosen company.  

BADM 446-Entrepreneurship Sm Bus 

Professor: Samuel Kelley 

This course is focused on enabling students to start a business. From idea to execution, the course focused 

on different entrepreneurial aspects on how to develop a business plan and start a business from scratch. 

This was also a very practical course and the professor was quite easy going. The course is not focused on 

grades, but skills you need as an entrepreneur. 

FIN 321-Advanced Corporate Finance 

Professor: Jiekun Huang;   

This course focused on the skills you need for corporate financial management. From reading annual reports, 

to investment decisions of firms, portfolio divestment, firms’ operations and cashflow dependencies. This 

was one of the tough courses with lots of assignments with problem sets, case studies and exams where you 

had to solve different type of problems. However, it provided an opportunity to deep dive in the financial 

aspects of corporations. 

Travel: 

Now comes the fun part… Depending on the courses you choose, you will get a particular schedule which 

may allow plenty of opportunities to travel. For instance, I chose classes in a way that all my classes were 

held between Monday – Thursday. This meant that I had long weekends available for getaways. Also, you 

will have two consecutive weeks of holidays around thanksgiving in November which will provide great 

opportunities for travelling. 



During my stay, I went on several road trips to St Louis, Indianapolis, Nashville, lake Michigan and Chicago 

etc. during the weekends. And during the fall break in November, I went on a two week long road trip to 

the west coast. We start from LA and drove all the way up to San Francisco, and then down to Vegas through 

Grand Canyon and Death Valley. It was one of the best travel experiences I have ever had. 

Good to know and top Tips: 

- University’s equivalent to our fastreg system is called compass, where all the courses, assignments 

and grades are handled: compass2g.illinois.edu 

- Urbana-Champaign The town is located 2-3 hours from Chicago where you can go by bus, train or 

car. Peoria charter goes directly to the airport ($30) and greyhound goes to downtown ($20-30) 

- Urbana and Champaign are the cities build around campus life of UIUC. The cities are full of 

studients and the campus is known for its parties and student life. Take some time to explore! 

- Make sure to be part of the BIEN (Buisness international exchange network) program, which 

organizes lots of events, trips to Chicago, and student parties. It does not cost anything. 

- If you like sports, this is the place to be. The University has its own football and basketball team 

and you must experience American football. “Fighting Illini” offers discounted and free tickets for 

students. Tail-gaiting is an experience you don’t want to miss. 

- The university has a humongous training center called “ARC”, with its own indoor and outdoor 

swimming pool. You can also play basketball, squash, tennis and other sports at the facility and 

afterwards chill out in their huge sauna.  

Conclusion: 

If you want to go to a prestigious university with great education and fun student life, this is the place to go 

for. I would do it all over again if given the chance!! 

 

 


