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Ever since I started my studies at SBS I’ve wanted to go on an exchange semester. Selecting 

country and school wasn’t as easy though. I made a list of some requirements that I wanted 

my host country/school to have and then I started to search through the list of exchange 

schools. The list was more of a guideline due to the vast options offered. 

 

Some points on the list were: The course offerings (with the mandatory courses required from 

SBS in mind), school has a good reputation, warm weather, preferably inside of the EU or an 

English-speaking country. 

 

In the end Spain/IE seemed as the best option for me. During the application process the 

schools were extremely unsynchronized regarding the LA and enrolment deadlines. The pre-

departure applications were already a stressful period with deadlines and it didn’t make it 

easier when the responsible personnel at both schools were on holidays. Spain is famous for 

their mañana culture and it showed, it was frustrating at the moment but a drop in the ocean 

looking back. 

 

Quality of teaching and course selection 

Moving on, my course selection was focused on financial oriented courses with Corporate 

Finance and Financial Accounting as SBS-mandatory courses. Unfortunately, I couldn’t find 

any course offerings before the application process began but I assumed that one of Europe’s 

top business schools would offer both in the same semester but that wasn’t the case. My 

course selection was as follows (* = Mandatory): 

 

1. Corporate Finance* 

2. Corporate Valuation 

3. Topics in International Finance 

4. Topics in Financial Assets, Markets and Tools 

5. Risk Management 

6. Retailing 

7. Introduction to Coding 

 

The quality of teaching was top-end, the teachers all had professional backgrounds in the 

topics they taught and their ambitious and enthusiastic way of teaching really encouraged one 

to follow during class. The classes are no larger than 20-30 students which helps the students 

to be active during sessions. Depending on the course 10-20% of your grade is based on 

participation in class which might sound as much but it’s definitely a good weighting-

percentage as it keeps you motivated throughout the whole semester. 

 

Furthermore, the topics I chose were all interesting as they implemented real life cases in 

assignments and exams. Regarding the readings, you don’t need to buy the literature. 

Attending class, go through the slides and do all the assignments properly and you will have 

no problem getting the grade you desire.  

 



Housing 

I started to look for accommodation too late, a tip is to start looking early as the demand is 

huge due to the large amount of student attending the 20+ Universities in the Madrid area. I 

rented my flat from Airbnb but there are other websites that may fit your desires. My flat was 

located the area of Lavapies, pretty central and it’s walking distance to Sol which is the heart 

of Madrid.  

 

Social activities during your exchange 

Easiest way to travel in Madrid is with metro and the public transportation is one of the best 

in Europe. The metro card is only €20 per month and will be used a lot, it’s a must buy. 

 

Living in Madrid, Spain in general, is a life changing experience. Everything from enjoying a 

cup of coffee in the beautiful streets of Madrid to experiencing the nightlife till the sun rises 

will give you memories for life. There is a vast range of different types of nightclubs, the 

most popular being Reagetton-clubs. Before you hit the club you’ll probably want to go out 

dining at a restaurant with a bottle of wine, super cheap and high quality food and so is the 

bars where you might want to pre-drink before going out. If you enjoy a great nightlife 

experience you can’t be in a better place. 

 

Regarding day activities, there are several museums, cultural heritages, parks etc. Look them 

up at Tripsadvisor.se, the same goes for restaurants. 

 

A part from enjoying the city of Madrid you might want to visit some of the cities located 1-2 

hours from the city. They are more of a cultural experience and really worth visiting during 

the day, preferably when you have a day off from school. I recommend Segovia and Toledo. 

 

If you want to travel a little bit further there is a couple of cities along the Mediterranean coast 

that is a must if you’ve never been there. Personally, I’ve been to most of Spain before my 

exchange so I wanted to travel outside of the country now when I had the chance. Some cities 

to have in consideration is Barcelona, Valencia, Malaga and Seville. 

 

Traveling abroad is a must, use the opportunity while you are close to countries like Portugal, 

Gibraltar and Morocco. Travel to places you wouldn’t consider if you were flying from your 

home country. My personal favourite was Portugal, I went twice. If you’ve never been I 

strongly recommend you to visit Porto, Lisbon and Funchal. Morocco is also a place I’d 

recommend visiting. 

 

In conclusion, the exchange semester was a life changing experience and I would do it again 

if I could. I found a good way to combine studies with a fun and enjoyable lifestyle, a lot of 

traveling and meeting new friends. I can’t stress it enough, please travel and make the most of 

your stay. 

 

You will get all information needed from the International mobility at IE, but if you want 

further information from me personally feel free to contact me at: danrez.privat@gmail.com. 

 


