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Why exchange? 
Ever since I graduated high school I have always wanted to travel and live or study abroad 

and when I started my university studies I decided early on that if I would get the chance to 

go on an exchange semester, I would go. When I got the opportunity, it was an easy decision. 

I applied to go to Sydney because it has been on my bucket list for a long time and this was a 

great opportunity to experience Australia. 

 

Before you get to experience the wonderful city of Sydney there is a quite long process with a 

lot of different steps and a lot to do, for example, choosing your units, learning agreement, 

visa application and so on. This might take some time, but just be patient and make sure you 

don’t save everything to the last second. 

 

Housing 
I went to Macquarie University with three friends from Stockholm University and we decided 

not to live on campus because we thought it was too far from the city, Macquarie University 

is about a 40-45-minute train ride north of Sydney. Instead, we decided to rent an apartment 

together closer to the city. We ended up in Bondi Junction which is a 15-minute train ride to 

the city, 45 minutes to the university, a 30-minute walk from Bondi Beach, and we lived a 5-

minute walk from Bondi Junction train station. We got the apartment through Gumtree, which 

is the Australian version of Blocket, which is the easiest way to find an apartment to rent. A 

heads up, it’s expensive to rent an apartment in Sydney and it’s easier to find one if you are a 

group that rent it together. If you want to experience Sydney and everything it has to offer I 

would recommend you live closer to the city, but if you want to experience campus and 

student life, I would recommend that you live at the campus. 

 

Education 

Macquarie University is a big and very beautiful campus with a lot of green areas and a big 

lake. There is a big library and a lot of different good spots in the school where you can study. 



Lecture halls and tutorial rooms vary in quality and are not very different from Stockholm 

University. The campus itself has a bit more to offer than Stockholm University, for example 

it has a big food court with a lot of different restaurants with different kind of food and a pub 

where it’s always a lot of people.  

 

I thought that the quality of teachers was very good, and the teachers I had in lectures and 

tutorials were very good at teaching, they were very down to earth and really encouraged you 

to be a part of the discussions. It went quickly to adapt to study and speak English and it’s an 

excellent way to improve your English skills. 

 

The one thing that I found that was a big difference from SU, and that took some time for me 

to adapt to, was that we studied all four units at the same time. My tip is to start right away 

and don’t postpone your studies because it will be difficult to catch up because you will have 

assignments during the semester and the tempo is quite high. The final exams are not 

weighted as much as in Stockholm because the assignments you do during the semester will 

give you credits that will affect the overall grade, for example my final exams were worth 40 

percent each. 

 

“O”-week, orientation week 
O-week is a one week welcoming programme for new students to get to know each other and 

have some fun before school starts. Most of the activities take place during the day and we got 

a schedule with a variety of activities, such as barbecues, Australian sports afternoon, tours 

around the campus and different information lectures. I really recommend you to be a part of 

“o”-week because it’s a lot of fun and a great way to meet new friends. 

 

My overall experience 
I’m extremely happy that I took this opportunity to study abroad at Macquarie University and 

to get the chance to experience Sydney. It was a wonderful experience and Sydney is a 

beautiful city with a very relaxed vibe many with many beautiful beaches just around the 

corner, which is very different from what we have here in Sweden. I would really recommend 

you to take the opportunity if you get the chance to go on an exchange semester. 

 



If you have any questions regarding Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia or going on an 

exchange semester, feel free to contact me at: erik.singer02@gmail.com.   


