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My	exchange	in	National	University	of	Singapore	was	amazing	by	any	standard	and	will	definitely	go	down	
as	one	of	the	best	experiences	I	have	ever	had.	

	

Application	process	

All	in	all	the	application	process	to	NUS	is	longish	and	requires	a	lot	of	information	to	fill	in.	The	facial	photo	
to	 be	 attached	 to	 the	 application	 has	 its	 strict	 and	 unique	 requirements	 about	 how	 the	 head	 should	 be	
positioned,	what	is	the	correct	size	and	whatnot.	Needless	to	say,	this	is	a	chapter	by	itself.	The	photo	is	the	
same	one	that	will	be	on	your	student	card	you	get	from	NUS.	The	application	to	campus	housing	is	done	
separately	on	a	different	portal.	

	

Teaching	

The	 quality	 of	 teaching	 in	 NUS	 is	 extremely	 high.	 This	 comes	 as	 no	 surprise	 given	 the	 traditional	 hard-
working	east-Asian	mindset.	The	proffs	and	lecturers	are	very	dedicated	to	their	cause	and	genuinely	try	to	
help	their	students	forward	both	in	class	and	during	optional	preparing	sessions	that	may	take	place	little	
before	exams.	Some	proffs	also	provide	students	with	weekly	meeting	slots	where	it	is	possible	to	get	extra	
clarification	about	the	contents	of	the	modules.		

The	proffs	and	lecturers	invigilate	and	correct	the	exams	themselves.	An	example	of	dedication:	One	of	my	
modules	had	a	midterm	on	a	Saturday	and	the	following	Monday	the	proff	had	corrected	all	the	papers	of	a	
class	of	more	than	70	students,	and	could	provide	us	with	our	grades.	The	exam	in	question	was	a	longish	
one	and	consisted	exclusively	on	essays	and	other	open-ended	questions.	Similarly,	teachers	also	have	high	
expectations	of	their	students:	“You	all	have	24	hours	 in	your	day.	You	don’t	even	have	to	sleep”,	one	of	
them	said.	

In	NUS,	teaching	normally	consists	of	both	lectures	and	tutorials,	both	of	which	are	mandatory	to	attend.	
Each	module	usually	has	about	two	hours	of	lectures	a	week	with	a	five	to	fifteen	minute	break	in	between.	
Lecturers	are	strong	proponents	of	class	participation	and	teaching	 is	 interactive.	This	 is	especially	 true	 if	
the	class	 is	small.	The	 lectures	usually	end	 little	 to	the	hour	so	that	students	would	have	enough	time	to	
move	to	the	next	lecture	venue,	if	applicable.	In	general,	each	module	has	a	one-hour-tutorial	each	week	or	
alternatively	a	two-hour-tutorial	every	other	week.	In	some	modules,	the	lectures	and	tutorials	are	merged	
with	each	other	and	taught	in	three	hour	sets	each	week.	In	tutorials	the	focus	is	usually	on	specific	cases	
that	are	being	worked,	presented	and	discussed	together	with	teacher	and	other	students.	

Students	 in	NUS	are	evaluated	on	a	broad	basis.	Group	assignments	of	 various	kinds,	 class	participation,	
midterms	and	finals	all	have	their	weights	which	are	module	sensitive.	Group	assignments	can	be	one	or	
more	per	module	 and	 they	 are	normally	 allocated	 and	presented	 in	 tutorials.	 These	 assignments	usually	
account	 between	 ten	 and	 thirty	 percent	 of	 the	 final	 grade.	 In	 my	 modules,	 the	 typical	 weight	 of	 class	
participation	was	around	ten	percent	of	the	final	grade,	but	in	one	rare	case	it	was	as	high	as	thirty	percent.	



At	 least	 in	 finance	modules,	midterms	 are	 quite	 common	 and	 usually	 have	 a	weight	 of	 twenty	 to	 thirty	
percent	 of	 the	 final	 grade.	 Finals	 are	 equally	 or	 a	 bit	 more	 heavily	 weighted	 than	 midterms.	 Summa	
summarum,	continuous	assessment	is	a	significant	determinant	of	the	final	grade.	You	can	say	goodbye	to	
your	bad	habit	of	only	studying	before	the	finals.	

A	curiosity	from	a	Swedish	perspective	is	the	so-called	bell	curve	that	NUS	applies.	 In	practice	this	means	
that	every	student’s	performance	is	related	to	the	performance	of	their	classmates,	and	the	final	grades	are	
allocated	accordingly.	In	other	words,	there	are	no	fixed	cut-off	marks	for	any	grade.	The	bell-curve	allows	
that	the	best	X	percentage	of	a	class	gets	the	best	grade	and	the	second	best	X	percentage	gets	the	second	
best	 grade	 and	 so	 on.	 However,	 in	 small	 classes	 the	 bell	 curve	 doesn’t	 work	 properly	 and	 the	 grade	
distribution	will	be	different	and	decided	using	other	means.	

As	a	result	of	the	bell	curve,	NUS	has	a	competitive	atmosphere.	It	was	rather	a	rule	than	an	exception	that	
group	 assignments	 were	 written	 even	 at	 night	 and	 it	 wasn’t	 rare	 to	 receive	 a	 flow	 of	 school	 related	
WhatsApp	messages	between	1	am	and	3	am.	This	was	the	case	especially	when	working	in	a	group	with	
local	students.	

	

My	modules	

ACC1701X	Financial	Accounting	
	
This	 is	 a	module	 about	 financial	 accounting.	 Has	 a	midterm,	weekly	 tutorials	 a	 presentation	 and	 a	 final.	
Equivalent	to	Financial	Reporting	in	Stockholm	university.	
	

FIN3102A	Investment	Analysis	and	Portfolio	Management			

A	 module	 about	 investing.	 Partially	 based	 on	 statistics.	 Advanced	 skills	 in	 math	 are	 beneficial.	 Has	 a	
midterm,	 weekly	 tutorials	 that	 merge	 with	 lectures,	 a	 presentation,	 an	 optional	 trading	 game	 on	 an	
investing	platform	and	a	final.			

	

FIN3101	Corporate	Finance	

A	module	 that	 teaches	 about	 financial	 leverage,	mergers	 and	 acquisitions	 and	whatnot.	 Has	 a	midterm,	
weekly	 tutorials	 that	merge	with	 lectures,	 a	presentation	and	a	 final.	 Equivalent	 to	Corporate	 Finance	 in	
Stockholm	university	

	

FIN3119	Risk	and	Insurance	

A	unique	module	from	financial	point	of	view	in	the	sense	that	texts	rather	than	math	make	the	core	of	the	
module.	Has	a	midterm,	tutorial	that	merge	with	lectures,	a	group	project	and	a	final.	

	

	

	



BSP2005	Asian	Business	environments	

An	interesting	module	about	the	economic,	political	etc.	factors	that	affect	doing	business	in	Asia.	Nice	to	
be	taken	on	the	spot,	so	to	speak.	Unique	module	in	the	sense	that	this	has	no	midterm.	On	the	contrary,	
weekly	online	assignments,	weekly	in-lecture	polls,	separate	tutorials	and	a	final	are	included.	

	

Housing	

It	is	possible	to	live	either	on	campus	or	off	campus.	Application	to	on	campus	housing	is	done	separately	
from	the	actual	exchange	application,	and	only	after	you	have	been	accepted	as	an	exchange	student	by	
NUS.	In	practice	you	can	live	at	Prince	George’s	Park	residences	(PGP),	in	Utown	residence	or	in	some	of	the	
colleges	scattered	around	the	campus.	PGP	 is	no	more	than	ten-minute-walk	away	from	business	school.	
Utown	residence	is	kilometres	away,	pretty	much	on	the	opposite	edge	of	the	huge	campus	area.	However,	
the	NUS	internal	shuttle	busses	are	free	of	charge	and	operate	frequently	so	that	you	can	easily	get	around	
on	campus.	Utown	is	more	modern	than	PGP.	Unlike	in	Utown,	in	PGP	you	can	get	an	apartment	with	your	
own	 bathroom,	 albeit	 this	 is	 very	 rare.	 Only	 ten	 percent	 of	 the	 rooms	 in	 PGP	 are	 equipped	 with	 own	
bathroom	and	air-con,	twenty	percent	have	a	sink	but	no	air-con	and	seventy	percent	have	neither	one.		

Some	exchangers	also	told	me	they	lived	off	campus.	If	you	decide	to	go	with	this	option,	you	should	note	
that	travelling	times	can	be	surprisingly	long	even	though	on	a	map	the	distance	seems	to	be	fairly	short.	By	
public	 transport,	 it	 can	 easily	 take	more	 than	 one	 hour	 between	 NUS	 and	 northern	 or	 eastern	 parts	 of	
Singapore.	

Personally,	I	think	that	living	on	campus	was	very	beneficial	not	only	because	lecture	venues	were	in	a	close	
proximity	but	also	because	it	made	it	easy	to	bond	up	and	hang	out	with	other	students.	

	

The	country	

Singapore	 is	a	geographically	small	and	densely	populated	country	 in	Southeast	Asia,	 just	a	tiny	bit	north	
from	the	equator.	The	weather	is	hot	and	showers	are	common,	especially	in	fall	and	early	winter.	In	spite	
of	the	high	population	density,	streets,	parks,	public	transport	etc.	are	strikingly	clean.	The	crime	rates	are	
extremely	low.	

Singapore	 is	 a	 cosmopolitan	 society	 with	 large	 proportion	 of	 inhabitants	 having	 their	 roots	 in	 foreign	
countries.	It	also	has	uncountable	offices	of	international	companies	and	hosts	international	events.	Given	
all	that,	it	was	surprising	how	few	westerners	there	were	in	the	street	scene.		

At	 grass	 roots	 level,	 Singapore	 is	 a	 multicultural	 mosaic	 of	 mainly	 Chinese,	 Southeast	 Asian	 and	 Indian	
cultures.	 This	manifests	 itself	 in	districts	 like	Chinatown	and	Little	 India,	 in	 the	 four	official	 languages,	 as	
well	as	in	ethnic	food	that	is	sold	at	restaurants	and	stalls	at	foodcourts	and	hawker	centres.	

	

	

	



Food	

Hawker	centres	and	foodcourts	offer	a	cheap	option	to	eat	out	in	case	you	don’t	want	to	cook	home.	There	
are	many	ethnic	stalls	 lined	up	on	the	edges	of	these	places	and	on	average	the	main	courses	cost	3	to	6	
Singapore	Dollars	which	 is	about	20	to	40	Swedish	Crowns.	The	most	common	and	pretty	much	the	only	
local	dishes	are	kaya	toast	eaten	with	half	boiled	eggs	for	breakfast	and	chicken	rice	for	lunch	or	dinner.	

	

People	

Singaporeans	themselves	are	very	hardworking	and	unaffected	in	a	good	way.	They	don’t	get	bothered	by	
whatever	 is	 going	 on	 around	 them	but	 rather	 concentrate	 on	 doing	 their	 own	 thing.	 They	 are	 also	 very	
pleasant	and	helpful	and	don’t	expect	anything	in	return.	

	

Travels	

The	local	sights	in	Singapore	include	Merlion(s),	Marina	bay	with	its	lightshows,	the	island	of	Sentosa	with	
its	Universal	Studios,	beach	and	such	just	to	name	a	few.	Even	so,	when	on	exchange,	you	may	want	to	see	
other	Asian	countries	as	well.	

If	you	are	keen	on	travelling	abroad,	I	strongly	recommend	to	do	that	before	the	semester	starts	or	at	least	
before	the	end	of	recess	week	or	alternatively	after	the	semester.	The	period	from	the	end	of	recess	week	
to	the	end	of	the	semester	is	usually	by	far	the	busiest	one	with	most	midterms,	group	presentations	and	
finals	taking	place.	

Flight	connections	from	Singapore	are	affordable	and	tickets	to	other	Southeast	Asian	countries	can	be	as	
cheap	as	a	 few	dozen	Singapore	dollars.	Malesia	can	also	be	accessed	by	bus	or	 train.	 If	 you	choose	 this	
option	you	should	note	that	a	bus	between	Singapore	and	Kuala	Lumpur	usually	 takes	a	 few	hours	more	
than	what	 is	 estimated	 on	 booking	 pages.	 The	 same	 applies	 to	 busses	 between	 Singapore	 and	Malacca,	
another	Malaysian	city.	The	main	roads	themselves	are	in	a	good	condition,	also	in	Malaysia.	It	is	likewise	
cheap	 to	 take	a	 train	 from	Singapore	 to	 Johor	Bahru,	a	 city	 just	on	 the	Malaysian	 side	of	 the	Singapore-
Malaysian	border.	Queuing	on	the	border	may	take	some	while,	especially	on	weekends.	

I	also	visited	Seoul,	the	capital	of	South	Korea,	which	was	an	experience	as	well.	South	Korea	is	somehow	
intriguing	 with	 its	 own	 distinct	 culture	 and	 people	 who	 barely	 know	 English	 at	 all.	 It’s	 not	 rare	 that	
restaurants	 have	 their	menus	 exclusively	 in	 Korean.	 If	 you	want	 to	 eat	 there	 you	 have	 to	 point	 out	 the	
dishes	pictured	in	the	menu.	The	problem	is	that	not	all	the	dishes	have	pictures.	You	won’t	know	the	price	
either	since	it	is	only	stated	next	to	the	Korean	names,	not	pictures.	With	that	being	said,	South	Korea	was	
lit.	Just	book	well	in	advance	to	get	cheap	tickets.	

On	 a	 serious	 note,	 keep	 in	mind	 that	 wherever	 you	 travel	 in	 Asia,	 it	 most	 likely	 won’t	 be	 as	 safe	 as	 in	
Singapore.	

Good	luck	with	your	exchange	application,	whatever	your	destination	will	be	:)		


