
This fall I have studied one semester at Universidad Pontificas Comillas in Madrid. I had never 
been to Madrid before but the city really exceeded all my expectations. It’s a beautiful city with lots 
to experience.  

When it comes to housing I think that it was quite easy to find a place to stay. The university could 
also help with finding housing if you hadn’t found anything before your arrival. I found my place 
through a website called spotahome.com, but there are lots of different websites to choose from 
with plenty of options. However I think it is smart to start looking a few months before moving to 
get the best prices. 

The quality of teaching was very good. I took all my courses in English and the language level was 
very good and I never experienced any communication difficulties. The teaching was quite different 
from what I am used to at Stockholm University. Instead of having big lectures in an auditorium 
(which is what I am used to at SU) we had smaller classes (similar to the classes you had in High 
School) in every subject and you had classes everyday. There were often lots of discussions in all 
classes and it was easy to discuss things when you were in smaller groups. I liked this way of 
teaching.  

One week before school started we got an orientation programme created by students at the 
university. It was well organized with lots of activities such as pool party, pub crawl, picnics, trips 
etc. It was a good way to get to know other exchange students.  
The first day of school all the exchange students gathered in the big auditorium for some general 
information. Thats is also where we met our ”Buddies” which are the ones arranging the orientation 
programme. If you wanted you could be assigned a ”Buddy” who would help you with anything 
that you need help with. They also offered to show you around in Madrid and things like that. 
After the first meeting in the auditorium all exchange students went with these buddies to a rooftop 
called Bellas Artes for lunch and some mingle with the other exchange students. It was well 
organized and a good way to get in contact with the other students.  

This whole semester really exceeded all my expectations and I can really recommend Madrid for an 
exchange semester.

http://spotahome.com

