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The University 

 

The reason why I chose University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC) was mainly 

because I wanted to study abroad in an English-speaking country and I’m always interested in 

American culture. I think UIUC was a great choice for two reasons. Firstly, the school is 

located jointly in Champaign and Urbana in Illinois, Midwest of the United States, it is about 

two and hour drive from Chicago. It’s easy to travel to both the east and the west coast. 

Second of all, if you are a business major, UIUC business school is highly-ranked in the U.S., 

and just this year in 2017, the school of business has received a donation of $150 million, 

which is a record gift to the state school system. And the donation will be used for initiatives 

to improve both undergraduate and graduate programs.  

 

I got a lot of helps from the coordinators at UIUC before heading out to Illinois, they were 

very helpful and thorough in providing information for incoming exchange students, and even 

it was during the summer vacation, they always responded my emails in a timely manner. 

After I arrived at the University, there were also quite a lot of introduction and welcoming 

events to help me settle and adjust, such as welcoming BBQ at the dean’s house etc.  

 

The courses 

 

I have chosen mainly BADM courses and I found that the way of teaching and course 

schedules are very different from that of at Stockholm University. Courses are carried out 

simultaneously throughout the semester and the workload can be heavy. Participation and 

weekly assignments counts for a large percent of total grade (up to 60%-70%), you will also 

expect a lot presentations and team projects. However, if you attend most of the classes and 

complete all your assignments, then it is easy to get a good grade.   

 

Housing 

 

During my exchange semester at UIUC, I was staying at one of the university dorms, 

Sherman Hall, it is a graduate hall so I had a private room with a shared bathroom. It was 

probably the only thing I was not 100% satisfied with and I would recommend to have a 

rented room/apartment outside the campus. Students can easily find rental apartments in the 

campus perimeter and in a reasonable price. If you choose to stay at University dorms, then 

you are also allowed to purchase meal plans at school dining halls, it was quite convenient for 

people who are not looking to cook 

 

Social events 

 

I had a great experience studying at UIUC and I met a lot of wonderful people, both domestic 

and international students. There are a lot of events at school and it is easy to make friends. I 

found this to be one of the most valuable aspects of the exchange semester, to experience a 

new culture and to meet people from all around the world. I would say it has exceeded my 

expectation and I would not hesitate to recommend other people to choose UIUC.  

 


