
Exchange Report – Paris Dauphine 

 

Housing 

When it comes to housing, I was extremely lucky as I was able to get one of the spots in a Crous 

student residence reserved for exchange students. Only a few spots are available and there are 

a lot of students who apply so you unfortunately cannot count on receiving one. The application 

process left things up to chance as an email was sent to us without a notification before that it 

would be sent that day and the people who filled out the online form that was referred to in the 

email first got the spots. I ended up being allocated a room in the residence Daviel in the 13th 

arrondissement which all in all was a great place to live. The organization was a bit of a hassle 

(which was the case with most things in France) as you first have to go to the general Crous 

office and wait there and then go to the residence and wait there even longer because a lot of 

people move in at the beginning of the semester and they only have one receptionist. When I 

finally got the keys to my room, it was disgustingly dirty. I complained to the receptionist and 

he gave me a new room straight away without any discussion. The second room wasn’t clean 

either but at least better than the first one. However, all the people I met that moved in that day 

said their rooms were all clean, so I must have just had bad luck in that respect. The room was 

relatively spacious for a student dorm and I had my own little kitchenette and bathroom, so I 

really had everything I needed. Also, I had a view of the Eiffel Tower which was super nice, 

and the rent was only 377€ which really is a steal for Paris. A thing to be aware of is that you 

have to pay a deposit of 300€ at the beginning of your stay and you will only get it back if you 

have a French bank account. But opening one is really easy and doesn’t cost much at all. At the 

beginning of the semester various banks have an information stand at the university where you 

can open one. I had mine with Société Générale and also singed up for my home insurance with 

them which you need for the residence. It cost me 1€ for a whole year and I got 80€ from them 

for opening my account which sounds too good to be true but there really was no catch. I have 

to say though that they never got back to any of the emails I sent after which may be a problem 

if you need to close your account from abroad after you’ve received your deposit back. But 

when I went to their office in person they were helpful. 

 

 

Courses 

The semester I was there (Fall 2017) was the first semester we were allowed to take more than 

2 French language courses. I took the Intensive French Course (level B1) before the beginning 



of the semester and four other language courses during the semester which were Cinéma et 

Société (B1), Paris Cité des Arts (B1), Sociologie de la France et des Français (B2) and a Cours 

Général (B2). The intensive course was worth the money (200€) for me as I had not had any 

French for over a year and for me it reminded me of the things I had learned before that were 

not readily available in my mind anymore but other students who hadn’t forgotten as much 

French as I had didn’t really find it that helpful. It was also good to get to know people though, 

but I wouldn’t say this course is a must. Cinéma et Société was a good course, I just found the 

level to be lower than B1. For me it was more like an A2 course as we for example went through 

grammar like conjugating irregular verbs in present tense. Paris Cité des Arts was also good, 

but it was different than it sounded to me from the description which gave the impression that 

we would go to different museums for the class. We did go to one once, but the rest of the 

course was taught in the class room where we analyzed paintings and sculptures. The language 

level felt more like an actual B1 course to me. Sociologie with Baptiste was an amazing course 

and I would highly recommend it. We analyzed among other things behaviors and reactions in 

detail and talked about norms and values in society. It felt like a beginner’s sociology course 

taught more slowly than it would be in English or Swedish to be able to improve the language. 

The Cours Général was with Idelette and I would also very much recommend that course. 

Content-wise it might be a bit less interesting than the thematic courses as we did much more 

grammar exercises in the general course but for improving the language it was great. Idelette is 

quite tough in how fast she teaches and what she expects students to know in class but 

nevertheless she is nice and not that strict when it comes to grading which I think is the perfect 

mix for improving the language. However, signing up for the courses was a bit of a nightmare. 

The online portal opened in the morning (at 9 or 10) and broke down right away as everyone 

was logging on at the same time. I kept refreshing the page while working on other things on 

my computer and after a couple of hours I could log on for a couple of minutes and add my 

courses before the site broke down again. I tried to log on again at 10 in the evening to check 

something and the site was still down. However, I noticed that the portal had actually opened a 

couple of minutes before they said it would so you might be able to save you all this hassle if 

you can log on earlier than the specified time of the opening of the portal.      

 

 

Social Activities 

There is a student organization run by French students called Dauphine Erasmus Exchange who 

plan a lot of activities, especially in the week before classes start (so the week of the intensive 



course) which are great for meeting new people. Also, they organize bars every Thursday which 

are always fun and quite cheap for Paris. Apart from that, they also organize some weekend 

trips. I have never been on one but from the people that went I’ve heard that they weren’t really 

well organized but fun nevertheless.   

 

 

Conclusion 

All in all, I would definitely recommend Dauphine as an exchange university. Of course, not 

everything was perfect, but I think that’s the case everywhere you go. I had a really good time 

and would do it again in a heartbeat. 


