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Exchange report 

 
My semester at Texas Tech University was during fall 2017. The campus is located in 

Lubbock, which is very much a college town, and revolves around the university. 

 

Quality of education 

I studied courses within Retail management both undergraduate and graduate level. The 

courses I took had a high level of quality and my professors were great and very much 

involved. However, reading undergraduate level courses were not that challenging, but still 

gave me a lot of knowledge on the subject. 

 

Housing/campus 

As I weren’t really sure of how the city of Lubbock was going to look like, I decided to stay 

on campus to be convenient and close to the school. However, looking back I would have 

probably wanted to stay off campus, due to the age difference between me and my roommate, 

and some of the restrictions by living on campus. But if you want an easy way to get a place 

to stay in Lubbock, campus is easy and convenient as you don’t really have to do as much 

research as if you would stay off campus. It is often recommended to stay on campus as they 

believe you will meet more people then, but I would say you meet most of your new friends 

in class or when you are out and about. 
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The Texas Tech campus is very nice. It is big and has a lot of buildings. They have a very 

nice recreational center with a three-story gym, climbing wall, indoor soccer and basketball 

fields etc. During the warm months, they have a great leisure pool where we spent a lot of our 

time.  

 

Orientation/welcome program 

The international students have an orientation day together where they get a tour of the 

campus, different lectures about the university and also a joined breakfast/lunch. Besides this 

day, it was very much up to yourself to join in on the different activities on campus during 

orientation week. This week is more for the freshmen on campus and as I was a graduate I 

didn’t feel I got a lot out from it. 

 

Social activities for incoming exchange students 

As mentioned about the orientation, the activities for incoming exchange student was very 

much on you own initiative. However, exchange students were in the same group as all of the 

international students, so it was a lot of people in various age groups. I did not participate in a 

lot of the social activities, due to doing other things with locals I met in the city. 

 

Surroundings 

The city of Lubbock is very spread out and it doesn’t really have a main city center. The 

campus and around it was mostly where we were. It is a town where in order to get around 

you most likely need a car or take Ubers to go someplace. If you can’t buy a car, Uber is quite 

cheap here, as it is all over the United States. The main bar area is Broadway, where you will 

most likely be barhopping and have a good time. A visit to Chimy’s for a margarita is a must, 

or going to “pennypints” at Bash’s. When it is still warm out, the Roof is where you can go 

and dance. Be prepared to waste a lot of plastic when you’re in Lubbock as recycling is not 

common here. Also make sure to use the gym that is included in the tuition because Texas is 

all about fried food and big portions! 

 

From Lubbock, it is easy and cheap to travel by car, so make sure you go to the big cities in 

Texas. My personal favorite was Austin, a more liberal city then Lubbock, and great 

atmosphere. If you are going for an exchange during the fall semester, I highly recommend 

going to Austin in October, when the big music festival Austin City Limits occurs. Also, 

smaller cities like Forth Worth is worth a visit if you are on your way to Dallas. A tip is to try 
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and make friends with someone who owns a ranch, in order to experience the land of the free, 

with shooting any kind of weapon you can imagine, as Texans really love their guns. Other 

states close to Texas from Lubbock is New Mexico, and it is definitely worth a visit. 

 

Other than that, the weather is great, college football is crazy fun times with everything from 

tailgating to the games. So, going during the fall semester is highly recommended due to this. 


