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Athens 
When I first arrived in Greece, it was still really warm and we had a lot of time lying on the 
beach, get to know the city and travel around. I love and hate Athens. It is mainly really ugly 
and dirty city but the ugliness makes it interesting. Although, some places in Athens are really 
beautiful and nice! Acropolis and its surroundings are beautiful. Also, I really liked 
Monastiraki, which is the touristic part of the city. I lived quite close to the school and according 
to the Uber drivers the area is unsafe, but I never felt that because one of the main streets was 
close to my place and it was shops and restaurants etc. close by, which in turn meant that there 
was always people around. Me and my friends also hang out in Exarcheia which was the area 
of Greek anarchists. It was intimidating sometimes but also really interesting. I never walked 
there alone so I wasn’t scared of the people there. The local traffic was okay but really crowded 
and they had strikes once in a while. There was no metro through the night and best way to get 
to places when the local traffic was sleeping was to take an Uber. Regular Taxi is unreliable. 
Greek people were generally nice. Although, it felt that sometimes the older generation didn’t 
really like young people.  
 
Buddy program 
Before school started we had some activities with all the Erasmus students organized by ESN 
and we also had tour in my university. The buddies were nice, helpful and social and the 
activities continued after the school started. It was a good way to get new friends and get to 
know new cultures. Although, we always had to go to pay the trips etc. in a really small office 
and they only took like one person at the time. It always took a lot of time. The trips were fine 
and you got to travel quite cheap when you traveled with ESN. Many of the Athens’ universities 
organized trips and you got to go with any school if you were aware of them. The only thing 
that I didn’t like about the buddy program was the short notice announcements about the 
activities.  
 
School 
However, the first thing I learned when starting school, choosing the courses and needing help 
with certain things was that it was surprisingly difficult to get clear instructions when it comes 
to almost everything. The registration was impossible at first without a Greek phone number 
but they changed it after so many students told they are not going to get the Greek number 
because it was unnecessary for many of us. Also, to be able to get the student card you had to 
go to a computer lab and go through a registration process where everything was on Greek. We 
had just few people helping us so it took really long time to get it done. Actually, it was hard to 
do anything because a lot of the information was on Greek and the school signs etc. were on 
Greek. It was difficult to find places, for example. Also, some of the school staff spoke bad 
English and it was really annoying to try to solve any problems at my school. Also, you don’t 
get to do anything through computer, they always want to have hard copies of everything. 
Which was frustrating as well. Furthermore, we didn’t really have a clear instruction paper for 
the courses where we could see the course structure or instructions for the group assignments 
or grading. I’m still guessing how we will be graded. Although, some teachers were better at 
informing us than others but no-one really had it all figured out. Our platform for courses was 
ok but it also took long time to be even able to log in. We didn’t even have internet on one 
building where I had two of my classes.  
 
The classes were most of the time 3 hours with a one short break. For me it was difficult to 
focus on the lectures without more breaks. But we still had to be on the classes every time since 



most of the teachers took attendance (which was also weird for me). Almost every time the 
teachers were late and sometimes you went to school and got to know that you don’t have 
school (usually due to demonstrations). Also, sometimes it felt like some of the teachers didn’t 
really understand that we are university students and they treated us like elementary schoolers. 
For example, if you even looked at your phone, some of the teachers started to preach about 
respect. I am 24 years old last year master student and can already tell what is the best way for 
me to learn, and it is not listening a monologue for 3 hours. I actually only liked two of the five 
teachers I had, that were more “liberal”, so to speak.  
 
In addition, the main building of AUEB is really ugly and messy. It’s full of graffiti and some 
homeless people wandering around. We didn’t have any lectures in the main building and the 
buildings we had our lectures were fine. One of them was new and really nice. In the main 
building, we only had the library (bad, impossible to study there) and canteen where we could 
eat for free. The food was okay.  
 
Housing 
I got my apartment via my school. In comparison to many others that rented their apartments 
directly from the owner, I had a firm backing me up. It was actually nice and I really liked the 
people working there. My apartment was old and had some flaws but most of them got fixed 
when I asked for it. I lived alone in a three room apartment and paid 300€ per month. The 
building was relatively quiet and I never felt unsafe. It is cheap to live in Athens but I also heard 
horror stories about the landlords fooling the students. 
 
As a summary, even though Greece is a nice country and has the most beautiful islands and 
good food, I wouldn’t choose to spend my Erasmus semester in Athens again.  
 


